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Japan is facing a disaster striking the super-aged community

The Lancet, CORRESPONDENCE | VOLUME 403, ISSUE 10436, P1537, APRIL 20, 2024
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Japan is facing a disaster
striking the super-aged
community

A7-6 magnitude earthquake followed
by tsunami struck the Noto Peninsula,
Ishikawa, Japan, on Jan 1, 2024, which
led to 245 deaths as of April 9, 2024+
This disaster has brought renewed
attention to the eritical challenges
of managing disaster relief efforts
in rapidly ageing populatians. The
epicentre of the earthquake, which hit
the northern Nota re stands out
ntial population of older

50-1%of its residents are i

e n ag
A fesson from the 2011 earthquake| the resilience

that hit Japan was the elevated mortality
risk in the first month post-disaster due

pre-earthquake. This
the older population, particularly thase
in disrupted health-care settings such
a5 hospitals and nursing homes. The
risk of mortality in women aged ovi
85 years increased by 1.7-2.6 times
the 3 months following the earthquaks

| Tianchen zha

o thalancet com Vol 403 April 20,2024
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